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Katie Servis
Airport Manager
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(508) 775-2020 (office)
katie.servis@town.barnstable.ma.us

Chief Peter Burke
Hyannis Fire Department
(508)771-1300
pburke@hyannisfire.org

FULL SCALE DISASTER DRILL THOROUGHLY TESTS PUBLIC SAFETY PROCEDURES AT
BARNSTABLE MUNICIPAL AIRPORT & LEWIS BAY
Mock disaster event planned for September 5 calls for heavy public safety presence

HYANNIS, MA (August 22, 2018) – Barnstable Municipal Airport will conduct a in-depth exercise
involving safety protocols via a full-scale emergency drill on Wednesday, September 5 at 5:00 p.m.
at two separate locations: airport grounds and Lewis Bay in Hyannis.

The exercise will simulate a completely mock scenario of an aircraft accident. Actual aircraft will not
be used in the drill, yet fire departments will be setting training fires and using other simulations to
test the airport’s emergency response plan. Police, Fire, Cape Cod and Falmouth hospitals, US Coast
Guard, Federal Aviation Administration, Massachusetts Department of Transportation-Aeronautics
Division, Airlines, American Red Cross, Emergency Management, and other Cape Cod towns will all
play a role in the exercise.

Volunteers will also be on hand to play the roles of accident victims. As part of the drill, these
volunteers will be transported to Cape Cod Hospital for simulated medical care.

“The Federal Aviation Administration requires us to stage a full drill every three years,” said Airport
Manager Katie Servis. “The ultimate goal of the exercise is to identify improvements to be made to
our emergency response should a real disaster ever happen at the airport. Both strengths and
weaknesses of the response will be noted and an evaluation team on hand to monitor and critique
the exercise.”
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Additionally, the exercise will consist of a maritime component simulating the rescue of victims
from an aircraft in Lewis Bay. The maritime exercise will test the Cape Cod Marine Mutual Aid
System, which is comprised of local Fire Departments, harbormasters, and the United States Coast
Guard. “The Tri-Annual Airport exercise provides an opportunity for first responders to test
response plans with a wide range of stake-holders and ensure that we are prepared should those
plans need to be enacted. An enormous amount of work goes into to planning and preparing for an
exercise of this magnitude, we are grateful for the planning teams’ efforts” said Hyannis Fire Chief
Peter Burke.

While the drill takes place in two locations at the Airport (off Mary Dunn Way) and Lewis Bay,
please be advised that there will be active police, fire and helicopter activity in the vicinity of the
Airport Rotary and Lewis Bay.

The Airport will remain open to scheduled and charter operations during this exercise. The ferry lanes
will not be impacted.

For further drill information, please contact the airport manager’s office at 508 775-2020 or
Katie.servis@town.barnstable.ma.us

##

NOTE: Members of the media who want to cover this exercise should contact Katie Servis and go
to the airport commissioners’ conference room between 5:15 and 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday,
September 5, 2018.

About Barnstable Municipal Airport:
Barnstable Municipal Airport, located in Hyannis, Massachusetts on Cape Cod, provides commercial and
general aviation services to Boston, New York and the islands of Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket. It is
owned by the Town of Barnstable and managed by the Barnstable Municipal Airport Commission and its
staff. Please check us out on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.
About Hyannis Fire Department:
The Hyannis Fire District was established in 1896 and is the oldest of the five fire districts in the Town of
Barnstable. The Department serves approximately 9 square miles of land as well as Lewis Bay and
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Hyannis Harbor. The fifty-four uniformed men and women who serve are all cross-trained in fire, rescue
and emergency medical services and respond to over 6,500 incidents each year. The Departments goal is
to provide superior and integrated emergency response to any situation that threatens the life, safety
and well-being of persons and property within the district. In addition to fire suppression and
emergency medical services, the department conducts fire prevention, code enforcement, fire
investigations, mitigation of hazardous material incidents, special rescue responses, maritime
emergencies and public safety education.

Additional contact information:
Lynne M. Poyant
Community Services Director
Town of Barnstable
Tel: (508) 862-4956
Email: Lynne.Poyant@town.barnstable.ma.us

